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Newsletter for the North West Global Education Network

ACTIVITY: GLOBAL FOOTPRINTS  

Purpose

•  To make connections between our lifestyle choices and the 

effect of those choices on the wider world.

•  To begin to measure the impact of your school on the planet.

•  To raise awareness of sustainability issues.

Description

Pupils use resources on the internet to calculate their individual 

ecological footprint.  They discuss how their footprint could be 

reduced.  They can go on, with the teacher’s help, to calculate 

(and reduce) the global footprint of their school.

Resources  

•  Internet access.

•  Copies of the calculating footprints worksheet, from 

 www.dep.org.uk/scities/activities.php .

Preparation  

Look at the Global Footprints project website www.

globalfootprints.org .  You should go through the activities 

suggested in order to help pupils navigate through the site and 

to check that the site is still the same. 

Procedure 

•  To get them started, ask pupils to work through the questions 

on the worksheet.  Go through their answers with them to 

check how well they are coping with the site and the concepts.

•  Then ask them to go to the ‘how big is your global footprint’ 

quiz (click on the quiz footprint on the home page).  If you 

feel the task is too hard for individuals, you could ask pupils to 

work in groups.  Alternatively, if possible, model the activity 

with the class via an interactive white board.

•  Discuss what they have learnt.  How could they reduce their 

global footprint? 

Extension activity:  School ecological footprints   

•  From the home page, click on the ‘class’ footprint and then 

on ‘putting your foot down’.  This is a quiz about the school.  

The language and concepts are difficult, so pupils will probably 

need help.  If you have the interactive whiteboard facility, you 

could go through it together as a class.

•  What conclusions do you all reach about the school?

•  Pupils (and teachers plus, later, parents etc) can develop 

action plans to reduce the footprints. 

•  Generate ideas to reduce the footprint.  The school can 

develop action plans to achieve these targets.

•  Monitor progress on reducing the school’s footprint annually.

Further extension activity:  Compare your footprints

Compare your footprints with another school in your area, 

elsewhere in the UK, or overseas.  This would be particularly 

interesting if you have a North – South school link, as it is very 

likely that your partner school in the South will have a much 

smaller footprint.  

Taken from What’s the Score on Education for Sustainable 

Development , DEP/Nelson Thornes, available January 2007.

For more information on Footprints in the North West see 

www.eco-region.org/index.php .

LOCAL CONTACTS 

For information on local events, training or the 

resources mentioned in this newsletter, contact:

✿ Cheshire Development Education Centre

Andrea Crute, Campbell Community Hall 

Chester CH3 5BR

Tel: 01244 347880  

email: info@cheshiredec.org

www.cheshiredec.org

✿ Cumbria Development Education Centre 

Eleanor Knowles, St Martins College, Low 

Nook, Rydal Road, Ambleside LA22 9BB

Tel: 015394 30231  

email: cdec@ucsm.ac.uk

www.cdec.ucsm.ac.uk

✿ Global Link

Gisela Renolds

24a New Street, Lancaster LA1 1EG

Tel: 01524 36201  

email: info@globallink.org.uk

www.globallink.org.uk

✿ Lancashire Global Education Centre

Laura Gosney

37 St Peters Square, Preston PR1 7BX

Tel: 01772 252299  

email: laura.gosney@lgec.org.uk

www.lgec.org.uk

✿ Manchester Development Education Project 

Anne Strachan, Laurel Cottage, 799 Wilmslow 

Road, Didsbury Manchester M20 2RR

Tel: 0161 921 8013  

email: anne@dep.org.uk

www.dep.org.uk

✿ Merseyside Global Education Resource Centre 

Arthur Kelly, Liverpool Hope University 

College, Hope Park, Liverpool  L16 9JD

Tel: 0151 291 3084  

email: kellya@hope.ac.uk

www.esnet.co.uk/lwc

✿ Liverpool World Centre

Anne-Marie Smith, The Alima Centre

35 Sefton Street, Liverpool, L8 5SL

Tel: 0151 708 6515

mgen@liverpoolworldcentre.org

www.liverpoolworldcentre.org
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NETWORK COORDINATOR

Eddy Richards, c/o DEP 

799 Wilmslow Road, Didsbury, Manchester 

M20 2RR

Tel: 0161 921 8017    Fax: 0161 921 8010 

email: globaldimensionNW@fireflyuk.net

www.globaldimensionnw.org.uk

Do you have any material you would like to contribute for the next Global Education newsletter?  
If so please contact Shadi Osanloo,   shadi@dep.org.uk     0161 921 8020


